


Blood
of the Earth
Social and environmental
conflict in brazil

Storyline
A series about small communities fighting to guarantee their rights and protect their 
lands from the abuse and pressure of unbridled development. 

Synopsis
The impulse for developing the country 
creates a lot of conflict in Brazil. Extinguished 
ecosystems, depleted natural resources, 
relocated communities, vanishing ways of 
life, people who are murdered. Violence. 

On one side, there is the agribusiness, which 
is highly dependent on toxic chemicals and 
the intensive exploration of the land and the 
water; the construction of big hydroelectric 
dams; the mining projects. With the consent 
of the government, these players are 
developing their influence on areas they call 
"sacrificial zones".  On the other side, there are those who are being sacrificed, in 
different ecosystems, but always the same populations: native people, communities 
who live by the rivers, family agriculturists, quilombolas. 

Big infrastructure developments, mining in large scale and the agribusiness are 
nowadays reaching the limit of their expansion. The areas that were chosen to be 
sacrificed are being fiercely defended by the communities who occupied those 
same zones historically. 

BLOOD OF THE EARTH is a documentary series with six 52-minute episodes. We 
went to the most dangerous areas of the country where that conflict in is full force. 
Every episode we will get inside an environmental conflict, through the eyes of the 
characters. We register the environmental conflicts and their consequences to 
these communities and the surrounding ecosystem. At the same time, we bring a 
cinematographic reflection about this particular moment in the Brazilian history, 
when the earth bleeds because of unbridled development.
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TEKOHÁ (TEKOHÁ)
The native Brazilian people Guarani-Kaiowá have become victims of the coloniza-
tion in the hands of white people for hundreds of years. Today they survive the 
misery and the violence and they fight to recover their land. In this episode, we tell 
the story of a community who fights to take back the traditional territory of Ñanderu, 
which is coveted by rich landowners, in the state of Mato Grosso do Sul. 

BY THE RIVER BANKS (VAZANTE PRESENTE)
In 2015, the São Francisco River reached its lowest flow 
rate in history. The drought and the contamination are 
made worse by the reckless use of the river water. Facing 
this scenario, the "vazanteiros" - traditional people who sur-
vives by fishing and cultivating on the river banks - who had 
originally been cast out from Lapinha and Pau Preto, their 
communities, are now taking back their places. They 
defend their right to live by the river banks, in harmony with 
the Old Chico (a nickname for the São Francisco River): 
they consider themselves to be the guardians of the river.

ANOTHER GUANABARA (OUTRA GUANABARA)
The picture-perfect scenario by the entrance of Rio de Janeiro has suffered with the 
contamination of the city's sewers for many years, and is today a dangerous and 
polluting industrial park. Transformed into the backyard of the oil industry, the Gua-
nabara Bay is today an area in dispute. On one side, there are the scientists, the 
fishermen and the activists. On the other side, there are the gigantic oil companies 
and the neglect with the area's basic sanitation. The Soccer World Cup and the 
Olympic Games have come and gone, and the waters at the Guanabara Bay are still 
polluted and agitated.
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RIVER SPRINGS (NASCENTES)
There was a time when there were no fences and no limits 
on the Brazilian cerrado in the north of the Minas Gerais 
state. It was a "general land", for everybody. The "gerais", in 
Portuguese. In this area, the people, the "geraizeiros", 
picked fruit, pieces of wood and medicinal herbs, raised 
their cattle, made their farms, their orchards, their homes. 
By the end of the 80's, the community of Vereda Funda, in 
Rio Pardo de Minas, saw their lifestyle crumble down 
when the government handed these public lands to the 
monoculture of eucalyptus trees. The cerrado was defo-
rested. River springs dried down, streams stopped flowing. For more than 20 years, 
there was a fight for the right to the water and the land, which ended in a victory for 
the community people, who know work to rebuild their original place.

APODI, CHRONICLE OF THE DROUGHT
(APODI, UMA CRÔNICA DA SECA)
The Chapada do Apodi is located in the area that divides the states of Ceará and Rio 
Grande do Norte. In 1989 the National Department of Constructions against the 
Drought (DNOCS, in Portuguese) began a project of irrigation in the part of Apodi 
that was located in the state of Ceará. The area was occupied by big fruticulture 
companies, and that disarticulated the production of thousands of small agricultu-
rists. In 2013, a similar project was about to begin, on the Rio Grande do Norte side, 
which threatened 6,000 family farmers. 

CROSSED (ATRAVESSADOS)
In Maranhão, in the town of Itapecuru Mirim, located on the margins of the BR 135 
highway, there is the quilombola community of Santa Rosa dos Pretos. They have 
suffered many violations of their social, economic and environmental rights, due to 
the operation of the railway, especially since the duplication of the Estrada de Ferro 
Carajás (EFC, in Portuguese) is under construction. The impact of the construction 
can be seen on the silting of the igarapés, the noise and air pollution. Besides that, 
there is a bigger number of trains passing through the area, which made the crossing 
more difficult and increased the number of accidents.
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