
Distribution for Colombian Territory

Andrea Moreno, MBA
Founder, Sales and Acquisitions
Tails International Sales
andrea.moreno@tailsinternational.com

Phone:+52 55 48 10 10 75 (México / US / Canada)

www.tailsinternational.com

PRESS KIT

SAUVAGE

Only for distribution in Colombia



SYNOPSIS

Leo is 22 and sells his body on the street for a bit of cash. The 
men come and go, and he stays right here... longing for love. 
He doesn’t know what the future will bring. He hits the road. 
His heart is pounding.
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Genre: Drama / Fiction
Language: French
Country: France
Year of production: 2018
Running time: 99 min

TECHNICAL DETAILS



AWARDS AND FESTIVALS
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AWARDS

LOUIS ROEDERER FOUNDATION RISING 
STAR AWARD for Félix Maritaud
Cannes Film Festival 2018 - Critics’ Week

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF FILM 
CRITICS (FIPRESCI) AWARD FOR BEST 
INTERNATIONAL DEBUT FILM
Jerusalem Film Festival 2018

BEST FEATURE FILM
Oslo/Fusion Int’l Film Festival 2018

BEST ACTOR AWARD 
for Félix Maritaud

BEST FIRST FILM
Festival International du Film Francophone de 
Namur 2018

SPECIAL MENTION OF THE JURY
Mezipatra Queer Film Festival, CZ 2018

OCANA AWARD FOR BEST LGBT TITLE
Seville Film Festival 2018

BEST ACTOR AWARD for Félix Maritaud
Cineuropa Santiago de Compostela 2018 

BEST QUEER FILM
FEST – International Film Festival Belgrade 
2019

BEST ACTOR AWARD for Félix Maritaud
Zinegoak Festival LGBT in Bilbao 2019
 
BEST FILM AWARD
Outview Film Festival Greece 2019

SPECIAL MENTION
Lovers Film Festival Torino LGBTQI Visions 
2019

GRAND PRIX and SPECIAL MENTION IN THE 
SUNNY BUNNY COMPETITION OF LGBTQ 
FILMS
PRIX DU PUBLIC

BEST PERFORMANCE IN A LEAD ROLE 
AWARD (FELIX MARITAUD)
Kashish Mumbai Intl Queer Film Festival 2019

FESTIVALS 2018
Cannes Film Festival - Critics’ Week

Jerusalem Film festival – New directors 
competition

STRELKA International Film Festival Russia

New Horizons Film festival

Sanfic Santiago Intl Film Festival

Queer Lisboa - International Queer Film Festival – 
Official Competition

Oslo/Fusion Int’l Film Festival – Official 
Competition

Festival International du Film Francophone de 
Namur – Competition Premiers Films

MFNF - Split Film Festival 

São Paulo International Film Festival - New 

filmakers competition

SLOVAK QUEER FILM FESTIVAL

Reprise de films de Cannes à Phnom 
Penh

Thessaloniki International Film 
Festival

Sevilla European Film Festival - 
Competition

Santiago de Compostela - Competition

Rio Film Festival

MEZIPATRAQueer Film Festival in 
Prague and Brno - Competition

Hong Kong French Film Festival

FESTIVALS 2019

Franska Filfmestivalen – French film 
festival in Sweden

Mardi Gras Film Festival - Sydney

Brisbane Queer Film Festival

Melbourne Queer Film Festival

Kinopavasaris Vilnius Film Festival

New Directors/New Films in New York

Zinegoak Festival LGBT in Bilbao

Belgrade International Film Festival

Porn Film Festival in Vienna

Istanbul International Film Festival

Lovers Film Festival Torino LGBTQI 
Visions



How did the film come about?

I started out with a character, an energy. A solitary 
young man who hits the road and wanders from one 
encounter to the next, longing for love, driven by an 
unquenchable capacity for love that keeps him going, 
regardless of the violent world around him.

I wrote a first draft of the script and went to meet young 
male prostitutes at the Bois de Boulogne [a well-known 
location for prostitution in Paris], by joining a charity. I 
meant to participate in only a few roams but night after 
night, strong bonds were forged and I ended up spending 
three years there. Meanwhile, all these encounters 
nourished the writing tremendously.

What’s so striking about the film is that, despite all 
the violent things Léo has to go through, a profound 
gentleness emerges.

Camille Vidal
Naquet
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Léo and Ahd have a really special relationship, are 
they a couple?

Ahd, who is played by Éric Bernard, has evolved a lot 
in the screenplay, he has become more and more 
important. Ahd loves Léo like a brother. But unlike Léo, 
he is judgemental. To him, prostitution is a world against 
which he fights, from which he wants to run, that he 
wants to forget. He just wants one thing: to get out of 
it. When the female doctor asks Léo to stop crack and 
do something else, it’s not that he disagrees with her, 
it’s just that he doesn’t even know what she is talking 
about. Léo has no moral judgement: he is just there. 
That’s his life. He doesn’t even know what “get out of it” 
means: get out of what, to go where? So Ahd sees Léo 
as the guy who is holding him back in a world he wishes 
to run away from.

Camille Vidal
Naquet
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Was the casting process long before you chose Félix 
Maritaud, who carries the whole film on his shoulders 
from beginning to end?

I met Félix quite early on in the casting process. He had 
just finished the shooting of BPM (Beats per minute) [120 
Battements par minute], the editing was still on the way, 
I hadn’t seen any image of the film. Our complicity was 
immediate. What impressed me the most about him is 
that he isn’t afraid of anything. He can do anything, get 
completely lost in his character, whatever the scene, 
without watching himself play. Félix is a really instinctive 
actor; on set he throws himself into the scene, whereas 
I am careful, I move slowly, I hesitate... Yet, even though 
we took different paths, we always followed the same 
direction.

Camille Vidal
Naquet
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Tell us a little bit about Léo...

Léo is a young man who is really free and very much 
in love. In love with a capital “L”. I’d go so far as to use 
“Agape”, the term referring to unconditional love.

His freedom also involves of a form of loneliness.

His freedom lies in the fact that his body is not bound 
by a productive system, be it higher education, a job, a 
mortgage, etc. His loneliness is due to his belonging to 
a section of society that is thoroughly marginalized and 
precarious. Today nobody lives in such a primal way. He 
doesn’t need a cellphone to contact people, he gets by 
on his own with his body, his presence, his luck. With 
Camille we have worked a great deal on animality. Léo 
catches things almost as though it were always the very 
first time.

Félix
Maritaud
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Would you say that your character is always on
the receiving end?

Yes, he is, but this does not necessarily has an effect on 
him. He merely happens to be there, much like a drop of 
water among the waves. He experiences such powerful 
things in a simple way. Therefore for him to feel an 
emotion, experiences must be very strong. And indeed 
there are in the film some strong emotions, moments of 
huge distress. I think the character is able to withdraw 
himself from the world, from sociability, from empathy 
towards people, and yet, paradoxically, he gives himself 
relentlessly. No sooner do his eyes fall upon something 
than some goodwill, or even some naivety arise. Even 
when he is looking at plants, he finds some love there. 
Anyway, this is what he instills and spreads around him.

Félix
Maritaud
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After such an intense shooting, did you feel like you had 
made a huge step forward as an actor?

When you experience such strong emotions on a shooting, 
naturally you think that you won’t always find so fascinating 
characters. Because I am really passionate about Léo, he 
is an oddball, a parasite. I remember the last hours of the 
shooting, it was really moving because, of course, I was aware 
of what we had just accomplished. That shooting taught me 
a lot about the relationship you build with a character, and 
a director. Camille is a really demanding director, he knows 
exactly what he wants, sometimes he went as far as to tell 
me how to pronounce some words. So when you work with 
someone like that, you’re bond to make progress. I also felt 
a lot of gratitude, when I realised that my body could be used 
to give life to a body abandoned by the world, like Léo’s. From 
the end of the shooting until today, I have felt as though I was 
taking a leap into the unknown, with a ghost behind me. It 
took me two to three months to let go of Léo, or rather for 
him to let me go.

Félix
Maritaud
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With a master’s degree in literature, Camille Vidal-
Naquet directs an experimental short film in sign 
language, Génie (6 min), then a first fiction film, 
Backstage (24min), and Heady Stuff (28 min). At the 
same time, he teaches film analysis. Sauvage is his first 
feature film.

Camille Vidal
Naquet
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DIRECTOR’S
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DATA SHEET
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CAST

Léo
Ahd

Mihal
Claude

FÉLIX MARITAUD
ERIC BERNARD
NICOLAS DIBLA
PHILIPPE OHREL

SCRIPT AND DIRECTION

PRODUCTION

CO-PRODUCTION

DIRECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHY

EDITION

PRODUCTION DESIGN

SOUND

COSTUME DESIGNER

MAKEUP

FOUNDRY

MUSIC

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF

DISTRIBUTION FRANCE

INTERNATIONAL SALES

DISTRIBUTION COLOMBIA

CAMILLE VIDAL-NAQUET

EMMANUEL GIRAUD (LES FILMS DE LA 
CROISADE)

MARIE SONNE-JENSEN (LA VOIE LACTÉE)

JACQUES GIRAULT

ELIF ULUENGIN

CHARLOTTE CASAMITJANA

JÉRÉMIE VERNEREY, JULIEN ROIG, BENJAMIN 
VIAU

JULIE ANCEL

AURÉLIA GAUTHIER

STÉPHANIE DONCKER
JONATHAN SCHALL, LÉA TRIBOULET

ROMAIN TROUILLET

CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA CINÉMATOGRAPHIE ET 
DE L’IMAGE ANIMÉE
LA RÉGION GRAND EST
L’EUROMÉTROPOLE DE STRASBOURG
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