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An isolated farm in a remote part 
of the Jura region : this is where 
Pauline and Alex are making their 
dream of living in complete self-
sufficient harmony with nature 
come true. Their life project is 
sealed by their love, their ideals 
and their work. The couple is now 
ready to take the step towards total 
independence, and start producing 
their own electricity. The arrival of 
Samuel, who has come to install 
a wind turbine, deeply troubles 
Pauline, upsetting their couple and 
their values.

Sound Format: 5.1
Ratio:  Scope
Running Time: 86’
Original Version: French, 
English, Russian
Year of Production: 2018
Countries of Production: 
Switzerland, France
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“ With the Wind ” is a love story profoundly anchored 
in the present era. It’s a love story during a period of 
impending, disaster – imaginary and real. It’s a film 
about the love that one feels for one’s companion as 
well as for someone else, for life and the land, and for 
one’s work. 
In my grandparents’ village in the countryside, people 
would tell extremely moving stories about thwarted 
loves. I would see men and women in the fields, with 
their machines and animals. I saw how diligently they 
toiled, always moving, assiduously tending to all of the 
practical aspects that their occupation entailed, but I 
rarely saw them give in to their emotions or feelings. 
I would hear stories, however, about the farmer who’d 
hung himself in his hayloft, or the farmer’s wife who’d 
thrown herself into the river; the neighbor who’d set his 
farm on fire. They were all unhappy in love. It’s as if 
they’d been struck down by something stronger than 
they were. As if the struggle between their stormy 
inner lives and the pragmatism they displayed on the 
outside tormented them to a point of no return. It’s this 
agonizing gap between these overwhelming feelings 
and their rational and prosaic daily life that I find 
interesting : “ With the Wind ” isn’t autobiographical, but 
it is a personal story, rooted in a universe that is not 
only familiar to me, but has left a lasting impression 
while also inspiring my work.

For me, nature is a source of both happiness and 
fear. Nature is sublimely beautiful and sweet, but 
also intrusive, strange, brutal and cruel, because it is 
completely indifferent. “ With the Wind ” deals with these 

Press Kit -  Whit the Wind  /  Tails International Sales

“As if the struggle between 
their stormy inner lives 

and the pragmatism they 
displayed on the outside 

tormented them to a point of 
no return.”

    DIRECTOR’S  STATEMENT

TAILS INTERNATIONAL SALES



two faces of nature and the way in which Pauline and 
Alex endeavor to find the right balance. They want to 
protect and preserve this nature which is a source of 
food, electricity and life. But nature is also destructive : 
it kills, rages with storms and rains, clouds over, 
generates viruses, including this new love that strikes 
Pauline.

“ With the Wind ” raises questions of a political nature : 
what is the “ right ” lifestyle faced with the depletion of 
our planet’s resources ? We live in a world where two 
philosophies confront each other : people who believe 
in the apocalypse drum into us day in and day out that 
we have to change our lifestyle immediately and in a 
radical fashion if we don’t want to head straight for 
our downfall; and then those who believe in pleasure, 
hedonism, consumption and individualism. How does 
one find the right balance between these two extremes ?
The wind turbine stands out in this idyllic world – 
through its modernity and technical nature, it heralds a 
collapse and a mutation. It is the symbol of the couple’s 
convictions, as it is meant to ensure their total autonomy. 
But it also introduces change and destruction.

Its long, airy and elegant blades reaching out far into 
the sky offer a striking contrast with the different layers 
in the plot and the relationships embodied by the strata 
that are brought to light as the agricultural machines 
gut the land. 
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This imposing monster which, in the 
open countryside seems to soar up to 
the heavens, reacts to the slightest 
change in the weather, is very noisy 
and acts as if it were alive : beyond 
its symbolic value, the wind turbine 
also has an overbearing physical 
presence : it’s a siren that sings, 
moans, and charms. For Pauline 
it evokes Samuel, but also a wild 
animal – uncontrollable, disturbing 
and overwhelmingly present.

In my eyes, “ With the Wind ” is a film 
about ruptures : abandoning one’s life 
project; the breaking-up of a couple; 
the letting go of an ideology, along with 
one’s roots and one’s country. The 
characters are modern and intelligent, 
each being right in their own way. I 
think there is a clear need for people 
like Alex, but that we don’t make the 
world a better place by restricting 
our outlook through creating one’s 
own little ideal, self-contained world. 
It’s my vision of Switzerland, but now 
also of the rest of the world. The path 
Pauline is taking necessarily goes 
towards a widening of one’s horizons 
and not the contrary.
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Bettina Oberli was born in 1972 in Interlaken, 
Switzerland. From 1995 to 2000 she studied cinema 
at the Hochschule für Gestaltung und Kunst in 
Zurich (HGKZ). After her first prize-winning film 
“ Im Nordwind ” (2004), her second film, “ Die 
Herbstzeitlosen ” (2006) was distributed in Swiss 
cinemas for a year and seen by over 600,000 
spectators, as well as being sold throughout the 
world. In 2008/2009, Bettina Oberli directed the 
German language film “ Tannöd ”, an adaption 
of Andrea Maria Schenkel’s crime drama. She 
directed “ Anna Karenina ” at the Basel Theater 
before directing the feature-length film “ Lovely 
Louise ” (2013) and the SRF/ARTE two-part series, 
“ Private Banking ” (2017). She is currently working 
on a new feature film and two television series.
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CAST

WITH THE 
PERFORMANCE OF:

MÉLANIE THIERRY
PIERRE DELADONCHAMPS
NUNO LOPES
ANASTASIA SHEVTSOVA
AUDREY CAVELIUS

CREW

Director
Screenplay

Director of 
Photography

Sound
Editor

Sound Editor / Mix

Music
Producers

Bettina Oberli 
Bettina Oberli 
& Antoine Jaccoud
Stephane Kuthy

Paul Marnoudt
Pauline Gaillard
Erome Vittoz, Denis 
Sechaud
Arnaud Rebotini
• RITA PRODUCTIONS: 
Pauline Gygax & Max Karli
• SILEX FILMS: Priscilla 
Bertin & Judith Nora
• VERSUS PRODUCTION: 
Jacques-Henri 
& Olivier Bronckart
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